Nursing diagnoses in a Brazilian intensive care unit.
To identify the nursing diagnoses and their most frequent related factors or risk factors in patients admitted to an intensive care unit (ICU). Descriptive cross-sectional study with information from 991 admissions to an ICU during a 6-month period. Sixteen nursing diagnoses resulting from hospitalization were most frequently identified; six had percentages greater than 40% with 29 related/risk factors. The resulting averages were 6.9 diagnoses per hospitalization and 1.2 related/risk factors per nursing diagnoses. The nursing diagnoses identified seemed to be common to the clinical practice of nursing and their fundamental related/risk factors to precise clinical judgment, thus providing a basis for interventions for a desired outcome. The findings have contributed to the development of the standardized nursing language usage in Brazilian nursing practices.